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ART. XXII.—Buddha's Quotation of a Gatha ly Sanatkumdra.

By GEORG BUHLER.

Is the introduction to his edition and translation of the
Madhura Sutta (J.R.A.S. 1894, p. 341 ff.) Mr. R. Chalmers
calls attention to the Gatha concerning the pre-eminence
of the Ksatriyas, which the Buddha quotes at the end of
the Ambattha Sutta and elsewhere with great approval,
and attributes to the Bramha Sanamkumara, the Sanat-
kumara of the Brahmanical literature, who is described
both as a teacher of the Yogasastra and as one of the
mind-born sons of Brahma, or as identical with Skanda.
Mr. Chalmers thinks that the verse can hardly be a concoction
of the Buddhists, as the exposure of such a forgery would
have been inevitable. On the other hand, he believes that
with the growing pretensions of the Brahmans such an

| utterance might have easily dropped out of the official
recensions of the Brahmanical texts. But he expresses the
hope that the verse may be discovered in Sanskrit, to the

I credit both of the Buddha and of the Brahmans.
[ The quotation struck me very much, when I read the

Gatha soon after the publication of the Dlgha Nikaya, and
it struck me, like Mr. Chalmers, that it very probably might
be a translation or adaptation of some Sanskrit verse. For
it seemed to me unlikely that a Buddhist forger would
attribute his own sentiments to a not very prominent demi-
god or sage like Sanatkumara. I have since been looking
for the verse in the Mahabharata and the Puranas, where,*
as well as in other post-Vedic works, Sanatkumara's name
occurs.

The search has not been altogether barren of result. For
I have found in the Mahabharata, iii, chapter 185 (Bombay
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586 BUDDHA'S QUOTATION OF GATHA BY SANATKUMARA.

edition),1 a legend according to which Sanatkumara stands
up for royal supremacy, and declares a king to be best
among all men and equal to the gods.

The story says that the sage Atri went to a horse-sacrifice,
offered by King Vainya, and being anxious to obtain money,
praised him with the following verse (13b, 14"):—

" Blessed art thou, 0 king, and lord on earth; thou
#rt the foremost protector of men! The crowds, of the
sages praise thee; thou alone art versed in the sacred law ! "

This laudation greatly incensed the sage Gautama, who
scolded Atri in the most approved theological style, and
told him that Mahendra, the lord of created beings, alone
held the first place in this world. Atri retorted that the
king was the vidhdtd, ' the supreme ruler of all,' and just
like Indra. The dispute continued, and, growing loud,
came to the ears of the other Munis who had assembled on
the occasion of the sacrifice. After learning its cause, the
sages ran to Sanatkumara and asked him to settle the
doubtful question. His decision was as follows, vv. 25—31:—

25. " The Brahma joined with the Ksatram, and the
ICsatram joined with the Brahma, united, destroy all foes,
just like fire and wind the forests."

26. "The king is indeed famed as Dharma (Yama) and
as the lord of created beings, as Sakra (Indra) and Sukra,
as Dhatr and Brhaspati."

27. " Who ought not to worship him who is exalted by
such titles as lord of created beings (prajapati), the greatly
resplendent (viraj), emperor (samrdj), saviour of the earth
(ksatriya),2 lord of the earth (bhupati), and protector of
men?"

28. "The king is also called the primeval cause (purdyoni),
the victor in battle (yudhajit), the fearless one (abhiydh),3

the joyful one, Bhava, the guide to heaven, the swiftly
victorious (sahajit), Yisnu."

1 In Pratapchandra Ray's translation the chapter is numbered 184.
2 In accordance with a popular derivation, kfam trayata iti kfatriyah.
3 Or, if abhiyahbe derived, not froma-ihiyas, b'ut from abhi-yd, 'the assailant'

or 'the watchman' (Nilakantha).
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BUDDHA'S QUOTATION OF GATHA BY SANATKUMARA. 5 8 7

29. "The origin of truth (satyayoni), acquainted with the
past (purdvid), and the promoter of truth and law. Afraid
of sin, the sages placed power in the Ksatra." l

30. " As in heaven among the gods the Sun drives away
the darkness by his brilliancy, even so the king completely
removes sin en earth.

31. " Hence the pre-eminence (pradhdnatva) of the king
(is) in accordance with the authoritative teaching of the
Sastras ; the second thesis is established, whereby it has been
declared that the king (is supreme on earth)."

The end is, of course, that King Vainya, highly delighted
with the decision, loads Atri with rich gifts, adding as his
reason (v. 33)—" Because, 0 Brahman-sage, thou first didst
call me the most excellent (Jydydmmm) among men in this
(world), equal to all gods, and the best (srestham), therefore
I will give," etc.

It is evident that a close affinity exists between the
sentiments uttered by Sanatkumara in this story, and the
import of the Gatha, whicli the Buddha is said to have
declared to be " well sung, not ill sung" by the Brainha
Sanamkumara. A Sanskrit version of the words—

khattiyo settho jane tasmim ye gottapatisdrino \
vijjdcaranasampanno so settho devamdnuse \ |

"The ksatriya is best among those men who record their
Gotras; endowed with learning and virtue, he is best among
gods and men "—might appropriately have found its place in
Sanatkumara's summing-up. It is, therefore, quite imagin-
able that such an equivalent may actually have occurred in
some recension of the legend, known to the founder of
Buddhism or to the early Buddhist authors. But it is also
possible to assume, that the Gatha is a Buddhist com-
position which briefly summarizes Sanatkumara's views.
Whichever of the two solutions may be preferred, the
parallel passage of the Mahabharata proves at any rate

1 According to Baudhayana, Dh. Su. i, 18, 2, Brahma (the supreme self)
gave this attribute to the K?atriyas.
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588 BUDDHA'S QUOTATION OF G A T H A BY SANATKUMARA,

that the Buddha's appeal to Sanatkumara is not unfounded.
Sanatkumara's decision that the king holds the first place
on earth, agrees with various passages of the Smrti and
the Sruti, which, contrary to the habitual self-exaltation
of the Brahmans in their school-literature, admit the facts
as they existed in the normal Hindu States.

Thus Gautama, in naming the two props of moral order
in the world (Dh. Su., viii, 1), places the king before the
learned Brahman. Similarly the Satapatha Brahmana and
the Kathakal repeatedly acknowledge the precedence of
the ksatra or of a mahdraja. But there is no passage so
emphatic on the subject as the story of the Mahabharata,
just discussed. It must, however, be noted that the Buddha
goes somewhat beyond the point which Sanatkumara declares
to be established. The Brahmanical sage asserts the general
pre-eminence of an anointed king; the Buddhist claims it for
the whole military class, no doubt quite in accordance with
the actual facts, but strictly speaking against the meaning
of his authority. He would, of course, have been able to
defend himself with the double use of the word khattiya-
ksatriya, which applies both specially to a ruling king and
to a member of the dominant and military class in general.
Another point, which strikes one particularly in connection
with this quotation, is that it for once admits that a
Brahmanical post-Yedic text does speak the truth. The
legend in the Samyutta Nikaya, vol. i, p. 153 (Feer),
according to which Sanamkumara appeared to the Buddha
on the bank of the SappinT, near Rajagrha, in order to reveal
the Gatha, seems to be intended to veil the fact that it is
a quotation from a Brahmanical source.

1 See Weber, " Indische Studien," vol. i, pp. 9, 26, 29, 30.
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